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A MESSAGE FROM THE

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

Dear SPN Families,

Welcome to another exciting year of St. Philip Neri
Catholic School Athletics.

It is both an honor and a privilege to serve as your
Athletic Director and Physical Education Teacher.

I am grateful for the opportunity to work alongside
our outstanding students, dedicated coaches,
supportive parents, faculty, administration, and our
entire SPN community as we continue to build a
faith-filled athletic program centered on excellence

and character.

At SPN Athletics, we believe every practice, every game, every victory,
and every challenge is an opportunity for growth—not only as athletes,

but as young men and women of faith.

Our purpose extends far beyond the final score. Athletics provide an environment
where students learn discipline, accountability, teamwork, perseverance, leadership,
and respect while strengthening their confidence and developing lifelong friendships.
These experiences help prepare our students for success not only in competition

but throughout every stage of life.

None of this can be accomplished without the partnership between our coaches,
parents, faculty, and school community. Together, we create an environment
where every child feels supported, encouraged, challenged, and inspired to become

the very best version of themselves.

As we begin another athletic season, | invite every family to embrace the values that

define SPN Athletics: Faith  Character » Leadership ® Sportsmanship * Excellence.

Always remember...

| CAN. | WILL. I MUST.

May God bless each of our student-athletes and their families throughout the
coming year. Thank you for being an important part of the SPN Athletics family.
God Bless,

ga.aé @aﬁéay&a’v BHA, MBA

Athletic Director & Physical Education Teacher
St. Philip Neri Catholic School




Mission Statement

The mission of the St. Philip Neri Catholic School Athletic Program is to provide a faith-centered
athletic experience for elementary and middle school student-athletes. Through participation in
sports, students are encouraged to grow in faith, character, and leadership while developing
physical skills and teamwork. Athletics at St. Philip Neri promote the values of respect,
discipline, and excellence in a Christ-centered environment.

Athletics Philosophy

Athletics at St. Philip Neri Catholic School are an extension of the classroom. The athletic
program complements the academic and spiritual formation of each student by teaching life
lessons through sports. Winning is valued, but never at the expense of integrity, sportsmanship,
or respect. The true measure of success is the development of character and the demonstration
of Christian values both on and off the field.

Core Values

Faith: Competing with purpose and gratitude, guided by Christ in all actions.
Character: Demonstrating honesty, humility, and integrity in every situation.
Leadership: Inspiring others through example, service, and teamwork.
Respect: Treating teammates, opponents, coaches, and officials with dignity.
Excellence: Striving for continuous improvement in mind, body, and spirit.

Sports Program Overview

St. Philip Neri Catholic School offers athletic opportunities for elementary and middle school
students through the Catholic Youth Organization (CYQ) league. Sports offered include:

e Flag Football
e \olleyball

e Cross Country
e Track & Field

e Cheer
e Basketball
e Soccer



Each sport provides age-appropriate instruction, competition, and opportunities for personal
growth. Participation is open to all eligible students who meet academic, behavioral, and
physical requirements.

Sport-by-Sport Eligibility

Sport Gender Eligible Grades
Volleyball Girls & Boys 3rd-8th Grade

Track & Field Girls & Boys Kindergarten—8th Grade
Soccer Girls & Boys Kindergarten—8th Grade
Flag Football Coed 6th—8th Grade

Cross Country Girls & Boys 5th—8th Grade
Basketball Girls & Boys 3rd-8th Grade

Cheer Girls 3rd—-8th Grade

Each sport is designed to promote skill development, teamwork, and sportsmanship appropriate
to the student's age and grade level. Younger athletes focus on fundamentals and participation,
while older students experience more competitive play and leadership opportunities.

Eligibility Requirements

e Must be enrolled at St. Philip Neri Catholic School and in good academic and behavioral
standing.

e Must maintain passing grades in all subjects and demonstrate consistent effort in class.

e Must complete all registration forms and pay required fees by the designated deadlines.

e Must adhere to school and CYO policies to remain eligible throughout the season.



Code of Conduct for Student-Athletes

Represent St. Philip Neri Catholic School with integrity, humility, and respect.
Demonstrate good sportsmanship toward teammates, opponents, coaches, officials, and
spectators.

Follow all team rules and attend all practices and games unless excused by the coach.
Refrain from inappropriate language, gestures, or behavior.

Respect school property, uniforms, and equipment.

Maintain academic responsibilities as a priority over athletics.

Understand that participation in athletics is a privilege, not a right.

Parent Expectations and Responsibilities

Support the mission of the athletic program by promoting positive attitudes and
sportsmanship.

Encourage children to give their best effort and respect coaches, officials, and
opponents.

Communicate respectfully with coaches and athletic staff.

Ensure athletes arrive on time for practices and games and are picked up promptly
afterward.

Avoid coaching from the sidelines or interfering with team decisions.

Fulfill volunteer responsibilities as requested by the athletic department or CYO.
Model Christian behavior at all athletic events.
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Coach Responsibilities

Mandatory Requirements for All Coaches:

All coaches must have a current CYO Coaching Card.

Coaches without a current CYO Coaching Card must see the Athletic Director
immediately to complete certification.

All coaches must have completed Live Scan fingerprinting and background check
prior to working with student-athletes.

Coaching Expectations:

Model Christian values and sportsmanship at all times.

Provide a safe, positive, and inclusive environment for all athletes.

Teach fundamental skills, teamwork, and respect for the game.

Communicate clearly with athletes and parents regarding schedules, expectations, and
team policies.

Ensure equal opportunity for participation and development.

Adhere to all CYO and school regulations, including safety and supervision standards.

Registration and Fees

Registration for each sport must be completed by the posted deadline.

Annual athletic fees cover: league games, tournaments, official fees, awards
ceremony, and media day.

Uniforms and jerseys must be purchased separately and are not included in the
annual athletic fee.

Financial assistance may be available upon request.

Late registrations may not be accepted due to roster and league restrictions.




Practice and Game Policies

Attendance at all practices and games is expected unless excused for illness, family
emergency, or academic reasons.

Athletes should arrive prepared, dressed appropriately, and ready to participate.
Coaches will communicate practice and game schedules in advance.

Missed practices may affect playing time at the coach's discretion.

Respect for facilities and equipment is required at all times.

Uniform and Equipment Policies

Uniforms are provided by the Athletic Department once parents have paid in full.
Athletes are responsible for proper care of uniforms and personal equipment.

Only approved athletic shoes and gear may be worn during practices and games.

Lost or damaged uniforms may result in replacement fees.

Sportsmanship Standards

All participants—athletes, coaches, and spectators—must uphold the highest standards
of sportsmanship.

Negative comments, taunting, or disrespect toward officials, opponents, or teammates
will not be tolerated.

The focus of competition is on effort, improvement, and teamwork rather than solely on
winning.

Violations of sportsmanship expectations may result in disciplinary action.

Academic Requirements for Participation

Student-athletes must maintain satisfactory academic performance.

Teachers and the athletic director will monitor grades and conduct.

Students with failing grades or behavioral issues may be placed on probation or
suspended from participation until improvement is demonstrated.

Academic success takes precedence over athletic participation.



Attendance Policies

e Regular school attendance is required to participate in practices or games.

e Students absent from school for more than half the day may not participate in athletic
activities that day.

e Consistent attendance at practices and games is necessary for team success and

individual development.

Transportation Guidelines

e Parents are responsible for transportation to and from practices and games unless
otherwise arranged.

e Carpooling is encouraged but must be organized safely and with parental consent.

e Athletes must follow all safety rules during transportation and remain respectful to drivers

and teammates.

Communication Procedures

e Primary communication for all athletic teams is through the Heja Sports App.

e Once placed on a team, parents will be directed to the school website
(www.stphilipneri.net) to download the Sports Packet from the Sports tab.

e The Sports Packet must be completed and turned in to the Administration Office
before participation begins.

e The packet will include fee information and the Heja team code for the assigned sport.

e Returning athlete parents who are already registered in the Heja team portal from the
2025-2026 academic year do not need to join again.

e Only new parents or parents whose children are participating in a new sport need to
register in Heja.

e Coaches and the athletic department will use Heja for all team updates, schedules, and

announcements.



Safety and Injury Protocols

Safety is the top priority in all athletic activities.

Coaches are trained in basic first aid and emergency procedures.

Any injury must be reported immediately to the coach and athletic director.

A doctor's clearance may be required before returning to play after an injury.
Hydration, proper warm-up, and stretching are emphasized to prevent injuries.

CYO League Information

The Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) provides a faith-based athletic league for Catholic

schools in the region. CYO emphasizes participation, sportsmanship, and Christian values.

All St. Philip Neri teams compete under CYO rules and regulations.
League schedules, standings, and tournament information are managed by CYO.
More information can be found through the local CYO office or website.

Disciplinary Procedures for Athletics

Violations of team, school, or CYO rules may result in disciplinary action, including
suspension or dismissal from the team.

The athletic director, in consultation with coaches and administration, will determine
appropriate consequences.

Repeated misconduct, poor sportsmanship, or academic ineligibility may result in
removal from the program.

Appeals may be submitted in writing to the athletic director within five school days of
notification.



Team Staff Eligibility

e Student-athletes must maintain good academic and behavioral standing to be eligible for
student staff positions.

e Membership on the SPN Athletic Staff is a privilege. Students are expected to serve as
positive role models and uphold the behavioral standards of St. Philip Neri Catholic
School. Students who receive disciplinary infractions, suspensions, or other disciplinary
actions may have their Athletic Staff membership reviewed and may be suspended or
removed from the program at the discretion of the Athletic Director and school
administration.

e Team staff members should reflect the school's mission and values.

e Students on athletic probation may be temporarily ineligible for team staff participation.

General School Policies for Student-Athletes

e Student-athletes are held to the same standards of conduct, attendance, and discipline
as all St. Philip Neri students.

e Respect for teachers, staff, and peers is expected at all times.

e Detentions, suspensions, or other disciplinary actions may affect athletic eligibility.

e Consistent adherence to school rules reflects the values of the athletic program and the
mission of St. Philip Neri Catholic School.

Contact Information

St. Philip Neri Catholic School Athletic Department
Athletic Director: Jack Dabbaghian, BHA, MBA
Address: 12522 Stoneacre Ave, Lynwood, CA 90262
Phone: (310) 638-0341

Email: spnathletics@stphilipneri.net

Website: www.stphilipneri.net

Building Champions Through Christ
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Parent/Guardian Acknowledgment Form

St. Philip Neri Catholic School Athletic Handbook 2026-2027

By signing below, | acknowledge that | have received, read, and understand the St. Philip Neri
Catholic School Athletic Handbook for the 2026—2027 school year. | agree to abide by all
policies, procedures, and expectations outlined in the handbook, including those related to
student-athlete conduct, parent responsibilities, communication, and participation requirements.

| understand that participation in the St. Philip Neri athletic program is a privilege and that all
athletes and families are expected to uphold the values of faith, respect, and sportsmanship that
define our school community.

Please print clearly and return this signed form to the Administration Office.

Parent/Guardian Name (Printed):

Parent/Guardian Signature:

Date:

Student Name:

Grade(s):

Sport(s) Participating In:

Return this completed form to the St. Philip Neri Catholic School Administration Office
before the first scheduled practice or game.
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